
Packing strong performance and connectivity into 
a compact design, there’s no place quite like Home 

LIKE: Rich, clear 
sound; versatile 
connectivity

DISLIKE: App could 
support more Android 
streaming services 

WE SAY: Impressive 
sound and connectivity 
features at a 
competitive price
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WIRELESS SMART SPEAKERS
£130-£280

enon’s original Heos range 
seems to have been quietly 
phased out, but its new 
Home series proves to be 

an impressive update. The entry-level 
Home 150’s design is pleasingly 
straightforward, consisting of an 
upright, rectangular unit that houses 
a single 25mm tweeter and 89mm 
bass driver. It’s very well connected, 
providing both wi-fi  and Ethernet for 
your network hook up. Meanwhile, 
the Heos app provides multi-room 
streaming with other Denon speakers, 
although the Home 150’s inclusion of 
Apple’s AirPlay 2 means it can also 
play nicely with AirPlay speakers from 

other manufacturers. Other features 
include Bluetooth and – unique 
among today’s crop of smart speakers 
– both 3.5mm aux in and a USB port 
for playing fi les stored on a memory 
stick or hard drive.

Despite the plethora of features, 
Denon manages to keep things nice 
and simple, with a well-designed 
app that quickly guides you through 
the set-up process. There’s a set of 
touch-sensitive controls on the top 
that allow you to control music 
playback and switch between 
different audio sources without using 
the app. The app does have one 
weakness, though. While it’s possible 
to use AirPlay to stream a variety of 
apps and services from my iPad, 
non-Apple users are restricted to a 
more limited selection of streaming 
services. This does include Spotify, 
Amazon and Tidal, but there’s no 
support for Qobuz, where rivals such 
as Sonos take in a wider range of 
services in their user interface.

Sound Quality
The most immediately striking feature 
of the Home 150 is that it consistently 
punches above its weight. Linking it 
to the Apple HomePod in order to 
check its AirPlay compatibility, the 
Denon is noticeably the more 
powerful of the two. There’s subtlety 
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 DETAILS

PRODUCT

Denon Home 150

ORIGIN

Japan/Vietnam

TYPE

Smart wireless 
speaker

WEIGHT

1.7kg

DIMENSIONS

(WxHxD)
120 x 187 x 120mm

FEATURES
● 25mm tweeter
● 89mm bass driver 
● Wi-fi; AirPlay 2; 
Bluetooth; Ethernet; 
3.5mm aux in; USB
● 24-bit/192kHz; 
DSD64 

DISTRIBUTOR

Denon UK 

TELEPHONE

0208 1034770

WEBSITE

denon.com

and precision too and the Home 150 
is able to dig surprisingly deep for 
the slow, mournful double basses 
on the introduction to Górecki’s 
Symphony Of Sorrowful Songs. The 
strings build almost painfully slowly, 
but the speaker allows the piece to 
move at its own pace, capturing the 
sense of weary melancholy as the 
violins enter and add their own 
sharper edge to proceedings. The 
eventual introduction of Beth 
Gibbons’ vocal is heart rending, 
catching all the tremulous emotion 
and sense of loss in her voice.

That ability to capture the mood 
of the moment continues with the 
bittersweet Moments Of Pleasure. 
There’s real delicacy to the gentle 
opening piano and Kate Bush’s voice 
is barely a whisper as she enters and 
begins to recall memories of lost 
friends. The wordless singing of 
the Waynfl ete Chamber Choir is 
wonderfully rich and warm, yet it 
packs a powerful emotional punch – 
the proverbial iron fi st in a silk glove. 
And, shimmering in the background, 
there’s just the lightest touch on the 
cymbals to demonstrate the speaker’s 
control and balance. 

But if you want to go all-in for 
drama, the Home 150 is equally at 
home with the moody You Should See 
Me In A Crown. The ambient effects 
that open the song are gossamer thin, 
allowing Billie Eilish to build the 
tension as she whispers: “Bite my 
tongue, bide my time”. The Home 
150 is also able to deliver a fi rm, 
pulsing bass on the chorus, proving 
its ability to handle a wide variety of 
different musical styles ●
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